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CELERON WRI NIN MOM ERY 


Harmony, 


the 


This morning’s topic for 
discussion is Harmony, the Law 
of Health, and it will behoove 
us to first consider the untold 
eons of time that our soul has 
already been evolving through 
many lives and in many, many 
different planets and levels of 
consciousness. The eternal 
soul is the witness in so-called 
time, designed to be ever the 


To bring peace into our 
lives is not what we should 
be seeking; to permit the 
peace that exists already 
within us to express itself 
should be our constant effort. 


observer and not the observed. 
But as man observes the ob- 
jects of creation or form, the 
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Law 


of Health 


by Richard P. Goodwin 


tendency of the human mind 
is to identify with that that it 
views, and it is through this 
process of identification with 
the objects that we observe 
that we become bound by 
so-called limit or form or 
creation. For as we, in our ob- 
servations, identify through 
the vehicle known as the 
human mind, we believe that 


... all of life is the mirror, 
the mirror reflecting our own 
thoughts, our own attitudes. 


we are the object of our view, 
and it is in that believing or 
bondage of identification that 
man experiences what is 
known as discord or disease. 
For in the viewing and 
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identification processes, man 
sees a great variety of mani- 
festation. Man sees and views 
contradictions and identifies 
with the dual law known as 
creation or limit or form. 

How does man free him- 
self from that limited process 
of his human mind? Through 
an education of his mind. An 
education is something that 
takes place when man makes 
the effort, the daily, moment 
by moment effort to accept 
the infinite, divine right of 
God to express through a 
variety of levels of conscious- 
ness. For he who believes 
which is identification, with 
the authority of man, whoever 
believes in the authority of 
man is controlled by the 
authority of man. But he who 
accepts the divine, infinite 
right of God to express 
through all levels of con- 
sciousness, whoever accepts 
that and makes the effort to 
understand the level that is 
being expressed, is freed to 
live in peace and harmony. 
Now this identification or 
bondage is what is taking place 
at all times whenever we are 
controlled by our limited hu- 
man mind. 

It has been stated in this 
philosophy, and many that 
have preceded it, that peace 
and peace alone is the power, 
that peace in truth is God. To 


bring peace into our lives is 
not what we should be seek- 
ing; to permit the peace that 
exists already within us to ex- 
press itself should be our con- 
stant effort. For we, in truth, 
are an infinite, eternal, intelli- 
gent energy called by many 
“soul.” Beyond soul is a form- 
less free spirit. As it expresses 
through the law of identifica- 
tion, it individualizes and 
gathers unto itself an untold 
multitude of experiences. 

The teaching in this philo- 
sophy is that like attracts like 


The particular bodies that 
we have earned in our 
evolution here on earth 
reveal to us our attitudes 
of mind, our rejections 
and acceptances of times 
long past. 


and becomes the law of at- 
tachment, the law of personal 
responsibility. Again and again, 
the teaching goes that all of 
life is the mirror, the mirror 
reflecting our own thoughts, 
our own attitudes. Because we 
are the fathers and mothers of 
our thoughts, we can change 
all experience in our lives, the 
experience being the effect of 


those thoughts. And_ so 
through the struggle of 
creation and through the 


bondage of identification, the 
good, in truth, is rising. For 
(continued page 5) 3 


It is more merciful to cremate the body of suicide victims. 


A WANDERER 


in the 


SPIRIT LANDS 


by Franchezzo 


THE STORY OF BENEDETTO—PLOTTERS AGAIN BAFFLED 


CHAPTER XXIV 


Continued from last issue— 

A great shock has cast it forth, 
but it still remains attached, 
till the sustaining link shall 
wither away. 

“From time to time Bene- 
detto would lapse into un- 
consciousness and lose for a 
little the sense of his terrible 
position, and from these states 
of merciful oblivion he would 
awaken to find that little by 
little the earthly body was 
losing its hold upon the spirit 
and crumbling into dust, but 
while it did so he had to suffer 
in all his nerves the pangs of 
this gradual dissolution. The 
sudden destruction of the 
earthly body, while it would 
have given his spirit a more 
violent, more painful shock, 
would at least have spared him 
the slow torture of this linger- 
ing decay. At last the material 
body ceased to hold the spirit, 
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and he rose from the grave but 
still hung over it, tied, though 
no longer imprisoned; then 
the last link snapped and he 
was free to wander forth into 
the earth plane. And first his 
powers of hearing and seeing 
and feeling were most feebly 
developed, then gradually they 
unfolded and he became con- 
scious of his surroundings. 
With these powers came again 
the passions and desires of his 
earthly life and also the know- 
ledge of how he could yet 
gratify them. And again as in 
his earthly life he sought 
oblivion for his sorrow and 
bitterness in the pleasures of 
the senses. But he sought in 
vain. Memory was ever pre- 
sent with him torturing him 
with the past. In his soul there 
was a wild hunger, a fierce 
thirst for revenge, for power 
to make her suffer as he had 
(continued page 30) 
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continued from page 3 

sooner or later, we begin to 
think more deeply about our 
lives. We begin to see that we 
are not the limited thoughts 
that we use to think we are. 
We are more than what we be- 
lieve for we are the cause be- 
yond the belief. We are more 
than what we see for we are 
that that causes the seeing. 
So let us awaken our con- 
sciousness in this the moment 
of which we are truly aware. 
Let us truly become the ob- 
servers, for we are our eternal 
life, expressing through this 
limited form, this body that 
we have now is known as the 
temple of God. Everything 
that happens to it reveals 
what our attitudes and 
thoughts truly are. The parti- 
cular bodies that we have 
earned in our evolution here 
on earth reveal to us our atti- 
tudes of mind, our rejections 
and acceptances of times long 
past. 

So many people in this 
day and age are interested in 
these dimensions in which we 
truly are expressing. They 
want to see them and they 
want to hear them, they want 
to have the personal experi- 
ence. I assure you, my good 
friends, the personal experience 
of anything, be it an experience 
of material, physical substance, 
or mental or spiritual sub- 


stance, is ever dependent upon 
the law of identification. You 
cannot experience anything 
that you do not first identify 
with. If you identify wholly 
and completely with a physical 
dimension, then that is the only 
thing that you will be con- 
sciously aware of experiencing. 
If you identify only with 
your limited mental. accep- 
tances, then that’s all you will 
ever be aware of experiencing. 
We are an eternal soul expres- 
sing through a mental and 
physical body. Our levels of 
consciousness are numbered 
by eighty-one, and_ those 
numbers multiply in conscious- 
ness through your own accep- 
tances. Let us broaden our 
horizons in this, the moment 
of which we are consciously 
aware. Let us broaden them 
by our own acceptance. 


You cannot experience 
anything that you do 
not first identify with. 


Acceptance in this philoso- 
phy is known as the Divine 
Will, the will of God, the 
power that sustains us. If we 
insist upon identifying with 
poverty, then we will never ex- 
perience wealth. If we insist 
upon identifying with poor 
health, then we will never 
experience good health. It’s 
all in our hands. The Infinite 
(continued page 7) 5 


oF DV isitors Diew gf 


“This visit was my first. I 
found all the proceedings un- 
usually interesting and in some 
respects amazing. Met a 
number of fine visitors also.” 
—B.H. 


* *e K K * 


“A true feeling of the spirits 
of heaven. A great joy and 
feeling of warmth abounds. A 
true healing takes place each 
weekend. Praise the Divine 
within us all.” — J. 


* * * K * 


“A marvelous experience. I 
will now accept personal 
responsibility in my life. I love 
God. Thank you for sharing!”’ 
—S. 


* Ke Kk OK OK 


“T felt it to be a very up- 
lifting experience. It very 
much coincides with my be- 
liefs. Perfection is within us.” 
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“T truly appreciate the services 
here. The small voice within is 
magnified so I can hear it most 
clearly here, and I intend to 
take all information gained 
here and put it to a higher 
purpose. Thank you.” —F.H.S. 


* * KK * 


“It was extremely enlighten- 
ing — it has brought a new 
atmosphere to my thoughts of 
worship.” — C. V. P. 


* Ke K K 


“IT enjoyed the service. The 
reading was correct.” — S. 


* * KF K * 


“It was my first visit and will 
most definitely not be my last. 
I am very interested in this 
philosophy. Thank you.” 
—B.L.C. 
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continued from page 5 

has given us charge over all 
creation, but the creation we 
must first work upon is the 
creation of our own being. 
From the elements of nature it 
has been refined, only to re- 
turn, this physical body, to 
the elements of nature, ever in 
keeping with the eternal law 
of evolution, for all that is 
form is in an eternal process 
of change. And our body is in 
form and so is our mind. 

This teaching reveals that 
negative faith is known by 
man as fear — the authority of 
the limited mind over your 
eternal life. Why does man 
fear and rise his intellect in 
his mind superior in his life 
over his eternal being? He does 
it in keeping with the very law 
of creation and it is known as 
the law of self-preservation. 
So whatever you identify with 
you put yourself in, and you 
become the very object of 
your identity. And you strive 
through that process of the 
mind to preserve what you 
have identified with, and that 
preservation process is known 
in this philosophy as fear. But 
let us use reason and awaken 
wisdom from within our soul 
and ask ourselves the honest 
question, what I have identi- 
fied with in yesteryear has 
served its purpose in my evolu- 
tion. It was necessary in keep- 


ing with the laws that I alone 
had established and it served 
its purpose. 

You no longer need to be 
bound by the attitudes and be- 
liefs of yesteryear for you are 
moving ever forward. Move 
graciously through the process 
known as evolution, the con- 
stant process of change, for 
the human mind cannot stem 
the tide of change, for change 
is the Divine Right of the 
Infinite Intelligence. The blade 
of grass does not remain the 
same year after year. A petri- 
fied opinion never freed a hu- 
man soul. 


If we insist upon identifying 
with poor health, then we will 
never experience good health. 


And so, my friends, as you 
face each day, as you face 
each moment, accept the new 
experience that you and you 
alone are personally responsi- 
ble for. Accept the experience, 
not with an attitude of mind 
that it will last for how long, 
not with an attitude of mind 
that you will be bound in your 
poverty and destitution of 
poor health. Accept the ex- 
perience as the effect of an 
error of ignorance that takes 
place within the human mind, 
for it is an error of the human 
mind that we believe and do 
not observe. For when man 
(continued page 9) a 


“Everything follows the principle of evolution.” 


Wipe 
Or Heavenly Home 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


CHAPTER X. — WONDERFUL SCENES IN THE SUMMERLAND 


Continued from last issue— 

In connection with this 
problem of waste and supply, 
I am frequently stopped with 
the questions: ‘‘How do the 
people — commonly called 
spirits — personally look, or 
appear, to an observer? Are 
they always dressed? And in 
what style? And, again, do 
they eat? If so, what is their 
food? and how do they per- 
form their functions? And do 
they prolificate, bearing 
children,”’ etc., etc. 

Answers to many of these 
questions have already been 
published, which I will not 
here repeat. But I have some 
important physiological facts 
to record, just here, which 
will cover a large field of curi- 
ous vital truth, and may be of 
value in this world. 

And first, in general, as to 
the law of progress or growth 
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in matter and mind. Later 
teachers use the word ‘“‘evolu- 
tion.” Take this law to guide 
you, and you can begin with a 
seed and follow it through suc- 
cessive evolutionary changes 
until it has ultimated into a 
full grown tree; or you may 
trace the series of progressive 
developments which occur be- 
tween the primal cell, or 
ovum, and the perfectly un- 
rolled physical organization. 
This doctrine of universal 
spiral evolution, after waiting 
thirty years, is advocated by 
the ablest intellects. 

In the progression of Na- 
ture, as I have before said — 
from the lowest living sub- 
stance to the complex and 
final organization of man — 
everything follows the prin- 
ciple of evolution. The lowest 
is radical, because it is the 
root; the highest is fruition, 
(continued page 26) 
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continued from page.7 

believes and identifies, he is no 
longer the observer, he loses 
the soul faculty of perspective, 
he loses his own perception, 
for it is blinded, that soul 
faculty, from where wisdom 
rises supreme in time, it is 
blinded by the judgment of 
the human mind. 

So let us live the peace 
that is our Divine eternal right. 
Let us live it this moment in 
all things and in all ways. For 
that is why we have evolved to 
earth, that is the true purpose 
of our soul’s journey, to bring 
peace and harmony over all 
creation. That is what the 
bible meant when it stated, ‘‘I 
have given you charge over all 
creation,” for you have charge 
over all thoughts and all things. 
Declare the right — your 
Divine right. Let those express 
through the levels that they so 
choose. Let us remember the 


right of the Intelligence that is 
the cause behind it. Let us free 
ourselves from the judgments, 
the errors of ignorance. Let us 
lift our hearts to something 
that is greater than what our 
minds can possibly conceive. 
For that that is conceived is 
destined to its own death, and 
because man has identified 
with conception, man _ has 
destined himself to identify 
with death. There is no dif- 
ference between birth and 
death. It is in truth one and 
the same thing. It is merely a 
process of change. We con- 
ceive and die each moment to 
thoughts and so it is that they 
reveal the forms they truly are. 
If you want the evidence that 
your minds dictate, then take 
control of your mind and your 
soul will view the eternal life 
and the eons of time that you 
have already expressed. 


The key of wisdom to the door of freedom is the ability, 
the willingness, and the joy of change. 


ese ke RR 


He who loves God more than he loves creation 
does not deny creation but uses it wisely. 


— The Wise One 
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nvocation 


Thank you, God, for the 
gift of responsibility for direc- 


If “all the world is a stage 
and all the men and women in 
it merely players,”’ as Shake- 
speare said, then we can carry 
the analogy further and add 
that our life is ‘“‘the play” in 
which we, as players, act out 
our parts. Each act of a play 
can be compared to an experi- 
ence in life, and in addition to 
our being “merely players,” 
we can also be compared to 
script-writers and directors of 
the play, of our life. 

Life’s experiences, accord- 
ing to Spiritualism and The 
Living Light philosophy, are 
created by our own thoughts. 
God gave us the greatest gift 
He could give to us—the gift of 
responsibility for creating and 
directing our own play, our 
own life experiences with our 
thoughts. As the sustainer of 
all life, God can be compared 
in our play analogy to the 
producer. Some religions teach 
that God is not only the pro- 
ducer, but the script-writer 
and director of our lives — 
that when life’s experiences go 
well, God is rewarding us, and 
when they go badly, God is 
punishing us. However, the 
10 


ting our own experiences in 
life. 


As eading 


God of Spiritualism is never 
the “script-writer” of our ex- 
periences, and God is never a 
judge. God gave man responsi- 
bility for those parts of the 
play. 

As we think about our own 
play, our own life’s experience, 
we must examine each act, or 
experience. If they are negative 
with only the scenery and 
actors changing, then this re- 
veals to us that we are not 
doing a good job of writing 
the script with our thoughts. 
If our experiences in life are 
negative, then our thoughts 
are negative, and we have 
complete control and responsi- 
bility for our own thinking. 
It is our responsibility to 
“direct” our thoughts to the 
positive, to goodness, to God, 
and thereby break the pattern 
of replays of the same act over 
and over again. As we accept 
our roles of “script-writers”’ 
and “directors” of our experi- 
ences in life, as we direct 
thoughts toward the positive 
and goodness of life, we will 
discover that each act in our 
play is leading us back to our 
source — to God. 

(Benediction page 38) 


‘Today’s View of Past Frontiers 


Excerpts from CENTENNIAL BOOK OF MODERN SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA 


GEORGE W. WAY 


George William Way was 
born in Wheeling, W. Va., 
May 10, 1872, and made his 
transition September 6, 1922. 

During twenty-three years’ 
pastorate of the First Spiri- 
tualist Church of Wheeling he 
built and freed from debt a 
beautiful house of worship. 

Gentle in spirit, firm in 
convictions of right, fearless in 
devotion, always sincere and 
very accurate in mediumship, 
strongly inspired in his ad- 
dresses from pulpit and plat- 


form, he was the servant of 
Angels and the helper of man- 
kind. 

On September 10, 1916, 
President Warne of the N.S.A., 
conducted the  dedicatory 
services of the Wheeling 
Temple, and just six years 
later to the day he stood in 
the same pulpit conducting 
Rev. Way’s funeral obsequies. 

Mr. Way was a member of 
the Lily Dale board at the 
time of his passing. 


EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN 


Emma Hardinge Britten 
was of London, England. How- 
ever, she became one of the 
greatest women propagandists 
Modern Spiritualism ever had, 
and American Spiritualism 
owes her much. Born in 
London, England, May 2, 
1823, she passed to spirit in 
1900. Psychic all her life, she 


did not understand her gift 
until coming to America in 
1855 to appear in a Broadway 
play. She founded ‘‘The Two 
Worlds” of Manchester, Eng- 
land, and edited it for five 
years. She wrote several 
books, among them ‘‘Modern 
American Spiritualism.” 


(continued page 24) 11 


NEWS 
and 


VIEWS 


Honor, an expression of 
honesty and integrity in one’s 
beliefs and actions, appears 
not to be very popular in to- 
day’s world. There was a time, 
however, when colleges and 
universities used the “honor 
system” as a means of en- 
forcing compliance with the 
schools’ rules and regulations. 
It was a simple system — 
students were “‘on their honor” 
to abide by rules and regula- 
tions and if they broke a rule 
they were bound by their 
honor to report the infrac- 
tion. The system is a good 
one for strengthening the ex- 
pression of honor, but it 
breaks down in effectiveness 
when the majority involved do 
not exercise it and thereby fail 
to abide by rules or to report 
infractions, for they have 
judged that the rules apply to 
others but not to them. 

Our collection system of 
taxation is based upon the 
“honor system” for it is a 
voluntary system of reporting 
gross income. In other words, 
12 


by Beverly Houser* 


we are “on our honor’ to 
report all moneys received as 
income and to pay tax on it. 
On a recent television program 
concerned with dishonesty, 
tax “skimming” and evasion, 
the [Illinois Director of 
Revenue, James Zagel, esti- 
mated that 30% of the sales 
taxes and 30% of the income 
earned in Illinois were not re- 
ported on tax returns. Inter- 
views conducted with tax- 
payers on the program reveal- 
ed a gross disregard for the 
voluntary system of tax col- 
lection. Various justifications 
for cheating were given by 
those interviewed. 

When a society demon- 
strates a lack of respect for a 
voluntary system, or any 
system of rule enforcement, 
then there is a possibility that 
“voluntary”? will be replaced 
with ‘‘mandatory.” For, as 
The Living Light philosophy 
teaches, what we abuse, we 
lose. Since a voluntary system 
of rule enforcement is depen- 
dent upon the expression of 
honor by the members of the 
society, the “honor system”’ is 
abused when members fail to 
express honor, and fail to take 
responsibility for ‘‘policing” 
themselves. The voluntary 
system of tax collection is a 
(continued page 28) 
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PITY 


Miracle, miracle your life 

But oh the wonder of the strife 

That tears apart the strongest men 
Makes them cowards, crawling the ground 
Afraid of themselves 

Afraid to stand up for what is right 
Consumed in the agony of their fright 
They cower, cringe, and crucify 
Themselves with thoughts demean 
And courage like the wisp of spring 
Fades into summers’ scorching sting 
Leaving a body in shell afraid 

Hollow and empty unto the grave. 


But in reverie serene, angels do attend 
To carry forth to yonder home and start again 
For fortune ever shines ahead 

And wonders there do be 

If only for a moment 

We could but stop and see 

The beauty, heaven, happiness 

Is everywhere around 

Is in the heart of everyone 

Only robbed by thoughts of men 
Such a pity, such a waste 

Truly God in love did make 

A heaven to be enjoyed on earth. 


— Beverly Houser 
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“The last picture was that of Artemisia beside my dying body.” 


She Strange tery 


by Anita Silvani 


AW RIN ZIMA 


CHAPTER III 


THE DOWNWARD PATH AND THE DARK ANGEL 


Continued from last issue— 

The bitter hatred of that 
moment, the impotent and 
unconquered thirst for the 
revenge of which I had been 
so long baulked, awoke with 
ten fold power within my 
Soul, and with a great cry of 
rage I rose to my feet, and 
stretching forth my hands I 
called aloud to Heaven and to 
Hell in the name of Justice to 
grant me vengeance! Yea, 
though it should take a 
thousand years to accomplish, 
and though the slaking of my 
thirst should sink my own 
Soul to the lowest depths of 
Hell. 

As I uttered my impious 
prayer the ground beneath 
my feet trembled as though a 
mighty volcanic shock had 
shaken it. A great chasm open- 
ed before my feet, and a great 
gulf seemed to separate me 
from the spot whereon I had 
stood. There was the rushing 
14 


sound as of a great host, the 
hurried flight of myriads of 
winged creatures towards me, 
and then a great blaze of red 
light. The sudden glow as ofa 
mighty Star seemed to rend 
the mantle of darkness around 
me, and like a figure of flame, 
clad in robes of crimson and 
purple, I saw the Dark Angel 
once more. 

No longer veiled was that 
majestic countenance. As 
clearly as the sun lights up the 
Earth at noonday did the fiery 
light which surrounded him il- 
luminate each feature, and 
show me how the fierce flames 
of passion had seamed and 
scarred every feature, marring 
the beauty of what even yet 
was a type of the most perfect 
manly beauty. The eyes al- 
most scorched me with the in- 
tense passion of their gaze, yet 
did I not flinch from their re- 
gard, but answered him with a 
look almost as proud and 


THE STRANGE STORY OF AHRINZIMAN 


passionate as his own. 

The deep, full tones of his 
voice seemed to vibrate 
through my Soul and awaken 
yet fresh echoes of anger with- 
in me, as he said: 

“Behold, I am come! Say 
in what manner I can assist 
thee.” 

And I answered him: 

“Oh, Angel of Darkness! I 
seek revenge upon mine 
enemies. I desire to reign here 
as a King, since I can no longer 
reign on Earth. I look to thee 
to aid me, since thou art 
mighty, and _ thou hast 
responded to my call.” 

“And dost thou not fear,” 
said he slowly, ‘‘to call upon 
the Dark Angels to help thee? 
Doth not the terror of Death 
lie even yet upon thy Soul, 
since thou art in Death’s King- 
dom? Hast thou no longings 
left for Heaven, since thou art 
so ready to plunge thyself into 
Hell?” 

“In Heaven Artemisia doth 
not dwell. She can no more 
enter there than can I myself. 
Whether she is yet on Earth I 
know not, but this I know, 
that I am surely in Hell and 
here will I await her till she 
and I have adjusted the bitter 
measure of the debt between 
us. I could not live in Heaven 
were its doors to open to me 
now, and know that by enter- 
ing therein I resigned my 


chance of meeting her. Para- 
dise could have no joys for me 
while the fires of Revenge con- 
sume my Soul.” 

The Dark Angel laughed a 
bitter savage laugh of exultant 
malice, as he replied: 

“Of a truth thou art 
worthy to become one of my 
followers! Even I can feel no 
deeper hate than thine! But 
tell me, what wilt thou give 
me in exchange if I grant thy 
wish? Wilt thou sell thyself to 
be my slave?” 

“Thy slave? No! I have 
said that I would be a King! Is 
any man truly a King who 
holds himself the slave of one 
even so powerful as thou? I 
could not promise to be the 
slave of any, for I could not 
keep that promise; and dear as 
is my vengeance to my Soul I 
cannot make false promises to 
attain it. If thou wilt aid me I 
will give thee the best service 
that is mine to give. I will 
serve thee till the debt is paid, 
with interest a thousand fold. 
I will sit at thy feet as one 
who sits at the feet of a great 
master, and I will serve thee as 
a soldier serves his general. 
More I cannot say, for more I 
would not do. If thou wilt not 
give me thine aid then must I 
find other means to gain mine 
ends, for if I have to live 
through all the ages of eternity 
to gain my desires I shall not 
(continued page 17) 15 
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continued from page 15 
cease to strive for them.” 

For some moments the 
Dark Angel answered me not, 
but fixing his hollow eyes 
upon my face gazed at me 
with a look half wondering 
and half sad. Then with a 
deep sigh he said: 

“Eternity! But Oh, man! 
Fresh from Earth life, can it 
be that thou dost indeed 
realize what an Eternity can 
mean? Ah, no! None can, save 
those who have watched the 
slow ages roll on unchanging 
and unchanged. I might refuse 
thee aid upon the terms which 
thou dost offer, but I am at- 
tracted by the boldness of thy 
spirit which hath much in af- 
finity with mine own, and as I 
have aided thee in the past, so 
will I aid thee again — to work 
out thine own damnation and 
garner for thyself the bitterest 
fruits of the tree of knowledge. 

“Behold the followers 
whom I will assign to thee, 
and if thou canst control so 


wild a crew, and bend their 
wills to thine, then of a truth 
shall thou be worthy to reign 
with me in these dark 
spheres!” 

He waved his hand, and as 
one sees the tail of a comet 
stretching far out across a 
night sky, so did I see a vast 
train of fiery Spirits sweep 
downwards to the glowing 
Star which encircled the Dark 
Angel. Then did he wave his 
hand thrice over my head, as 
though in some awful moc- 
kery of a benison, while his 
voice rang out in strident 
tones this command unto his 
followers: 

“Serve ye this man, this 
newly arrived son of mortality. 
Teach him the secrets of the 
Dark Spheres, and serve him 
even as ye would serve me. 

“Fare ye well, or rather 
fare ye ill, for naught but evil 
comes to those who seek the 
gifts and friendship of the 
Dark Angels.” 


CHAPTER IV. — I MEET MEGABYZUS 


As the Dark Angel vanish- 
ed I turned to look at the 
motley band of servitors 
which he had assigned to me, 
wondering much how I was to 
learn the qualities and capa- 
bilities of each, and how, with- 


out such knowledge, I was to 
control this volcanic mass of 
sentient beings which gathered 
around me like a great ring of 
evil, standing aloof from per- 
sonal contact in attitudes of 
respectful fear. 

(continued page 19) 17 
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QUESTIONS ON THE MARTYRDOM OF JESUS 


Will mankind ever discard 
such mythology as this para- 
graph presents? 

Certainly; behold what a 
soul-degrading conception of 
our Father-God! The good 
man and the great-minded can 
revere only a Being whose 
character is fixed in all the 
perfections of the celestial life, 
affectionate and beautiful al- 
ways; no changeableness — be- 
yond the capability of altera- 
tion or extinction — a Source 
of Love and Wisdom 
perpetual. 

The New York Observer is 
unceasing in its efforts to 
spread old notions among the 
people. “The patience of 
God!” It sounds like a voice 
from the tombs of oriental 
mythology. The Egyptian 
gods, many and beautiful, had 
human frailties. Grecian gods 
would occasionally get into a 
18 


furious passion and “‘lose all 
patience” with the absurdities 
of mundane transactions. The 
capricious and nervous gods of 
the Aztecs, with sleepless eyes 
and = fleetest locomotion, 
would perform wondrous 
things within volcanoes and 
under burning mountains. The 
Persian angels of depravity 
were permitted to frighten 
people by means of “thunder 
and lightning,” and thus se- 
cure their attachment and 
loyalty to Allah and Ormudz. 
But to teach, in the middle of 
this century, such weaknesses 
as characteristic of our own 
every-just and ever-loving 
Father-God, is at once an in- 
sult to the reason and intui- 
tion of every living man, and a 
hinderance to the cause of 
theological discovery and 
improvement. 

(continued page 40) 
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While I contemplated 
them, as a general surveys the 
forces at his command, an 
aged Spirit stepped out from 
the throng and prostrated him- 
self at my feet in a salutation 
of the most abject humility. 
His figure though bent with 
age was large and powerful, his 
hair and beard long and flow- 
ing and white as snow. His 
face, yellow and crinkled as 
old parchment, bore never- 
theless the stamp of great in- 
tellectual power. The eyes 
which looked up at me from 
their hollow sockets were 
bleared and dull, and watched 
my face with the furtive 
cunning of a ferret. A dull 
ferocity of suppressed passion 
was expressed in the tightly 
compressed lips and hard lines 
about the mouth, while the 
whole countenance bore the 
impress of the most degraded 
sensuality and wickedness, and 
yet there were traces in his 
face of a Spirit that had once 
been noble and that had some 
kinship to my nature. 

As I signed to him to rise, 
and bade him speak, he stood 
up, but still keeping his head 
bowed before me, said: 

“Most Gracious Prince — 
for only to a Prince would our 
great Master, the Dark Angel, 
assign so great a train as he 
hath given thee — most 


Gracious Prince, if it pleases 
thee to hear me I would fain 
instruct thee in all things con- 
cerning these wondrous Beings 
of the Astral Plane who are 
assigned to thee as servants. 
Behold, on Earth I was a 
mighty Sorcerer, who once, 
alas! followed knowledge for 
its own sake. Then I was 
tempted, and I fell, and turned 
my knowledge to evil purposes 
alone. Thus have I come here, 
and therefore must I dwell 
within these dark regions. Yet 
even here Knowledge is Power, 
and by its aid I bend to my 
will those whom I desire to 
serve me. I have studied here 
upon this further shore of the 
dark River of Death the sub- 
jects which engrossed my 
thoughts on Earth, and in cor- 
recting many errors I have 
gained a degree of power un- 
dreamed of in the life of Earth. 
Much of this knowledge I will 
impart to thee, since it is the 
command of the Dark Angel 
that I should do so. I will be 
thy guide through these dark 
regions, and none can guide as 
well as he who hath himself 
traversed in Earth life every 
step of the winding paths of 
forbidden knowledge.” 

“And, if I may ask the 
questions, who wert thou in 
thine Earth life? How long 
hast thou been a dweller in 
these spheres?” 

(continued page 21) 19 
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CHAPTER VI. 


OBSESSIONS: ITS CAUSES AND CURE 


Continued from last issue— 
Cast Out All Fear-Thoughts. 
Fear hath torments, and 
the dread of the unknown is 
a sign of weakness born of 
ignorance. When we hold aloft 
the lamp of knowledge we 
fearlessly tread the path. Spec- 
tres grim and devils dark dis- 
appear when we can see the 
realities of the spirit. Fear 
has caused many poor souls to 
conjure up phantoms with 
which they have tortured 
themselves, cringing in terror 
where they should have been 
bold and confident. Tra- 
ditional theology with its 
Satan and his emissaries has 
been responsible for a great 
deal of the insanity and for 
many of the hysterical hallu- 
cinations under which so 
many sufferers have broken 
down; and there is danger, un- 
less they guard themselves 
against the error, that un- 
thinking and irrational people 
20 


who dabble with Spiritualism 
will transfer their fear of the 
Devil to fear of obsessing 
spirits. 

To one lady who had an 
idea that a living person had 
exerted an evil influence over 
her, but who subsequently dis- 
covered that she was mistaken, 
and then attributed her feel- 
ings to an excarnate individual, 
we felt constrained to point 
out that, while it was possible 
that a spirit was influencing 
her, she had, by her ignorance 
and her fears, attached too 
much importance to the sensa- 
tions she experienced, and had 
imagined that they were far 
worse and more uncommon 
than they really were. She 
had, in fact, given a domina- 
ting suggestion to herself, and, 
while anxious for relief, she 
confessed by her fears what 
she denied with her words. 
She thus perpetuated the very 
conditions she deplored, and 
(continued page 28) 
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‘‘Alas! Ages upon ages 
have I dwelt here. The Earth 
was but young when I was 
born into its life, and though I 
lived for many centuries be- 
yond the allotted span of 
man’s days, yet was my long 
life but as a mere drop in the 
great ocean of time through 
which I have existed. Who was 
I? Ask not that question. Let 
my name and memory be 
buried in oblivion. Let none 
know what is the fate of one 
who was esteemed the wisest 
magician of his age. But if 
thou wouldst know some- 
what of my personality I may 
tell thee that it was I who wrote 
the parchment scroll that was 
taken from the grave of Adam 
and given unto thy Master 
Jelal-ud-din, and it was I who 
snatched that scroll from thy 
hand when thou didst sit 
beside thy watch-fire on the 
lonely plain, and sought to 
read the secrets never meant 
for thine eyes to see.” 

He paused, and his voice 
trembled with passion as he 
spoke, while the dull eyes 
lighted up for a brief moment 
with the fire of youth and 
anger as he thought of the 
great secret I had so nearly 
stolen from the keeping of the 
dead. Then the fire died out of 
voice and eyes, and the dull 
impassive expression of calm 


malignity came upon his face 
once more, and he stood silent 
at my side. 

“And didst thou then ever 
influence my Master Jelal-ud- 
din in his studies, for he ad- 
mired the teachings of thine 
Earth life much?” 

‘Jelal-ud-din I have in- 
fluenced at times,” he replied, 
“but it was difficult to im- 
press him clearly. With a great 
thirst for occult knowledge, he 
did not possess the needful 
powers, and he was so fond of 
studying the records of those 
who had explored the path 
before him, so ready to adopt 
all their teachings as infallibly 
correct, that I found it im- 
possible to correct through his 
agency the errors for which I 
was responsible, and which 
arose through the imperfect 
sight which is the bane of all 
who would explore the 
wonders of the unknown 
world of the Astral Plane from 
the Earthly side of life. Few, 
very few, who possess the 
needful clearness of sight ever 
learn how to use it successful- 
ly. Still fewer have the indomi- 
table will and the unquench- 
able thirst for knowledge 
which will carry them through 
all the dangers and trials and 
disappointments, and the in- 
finite toil and labor, involved 
in these studies. 

(continued next issue) 
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And loud the answering voice again responds: 


“These are the nations’ wealth, that flow in one 
Continuous stream, from all the different earths, 
Into the city of our God; the opened doors 
Are never shut, but day and night the busy 
Tribes are pouring in, where bowers of dearest love 
Await the fond embrace of many spirits 
From earthly care and toil. 

“Again look up, 
And let thy vision take a broader view: 
See yonder numerous train, all brightly 
Rob’d in garments of celestial love! 
These,” again the echoing voice replies, “these 
Are passing to a higher state and more 
Congenial clime; having pass’d subordinate 
Degrees, they rise responsive to a higher call, 
And meet the joyful greeting of ‘Well done,’ 
And take their place ’mid shining ranks seraphic, 
And join the chorus of more exalted lays. 
Again your widening view extend, and far 
O’er suns and systems rise, on every side. 
See worlds on worlds, of vast extent, with beings 


DISCOURSES FROM THE SPIRIT-WORLD 


Peopled, of superior mold. 


“And as you near 


Into the vortex vast of the Supernal Mind, 
Still greater wonders rise, and seems too vast 
For human sight. Here falls the curtain now. 
Man must await, and demonstrate himself 
His own immortal powers, and endless 


Destiny of future weal.” 


The external beauties of 
the Spirit-world, though ex- 
ceedingly attractive and de- 
lightful, are the least of the 
spirit’s expanding joys. The 
society, so beautifully har- 
monious, is one of the most 
pleasing conditions of the 
angel home; divine aroma is 
inhaled with every breath, 
which purifies, exalts, and un- 
folds the spirit-nature. No 
“curse”? o’er heaven’s wide 
plains can enter to disturb the 
peace and quiet that will 


eternally prevail, but with 
ever-increasing harmony the 
eternal cycles of immeasurable 
duration shall pass quietly into 
the history of the past. Thus, 
the immortal nature forever 
unfolding will illustrate the 
great truth, that man possesses 
a soul desiring unlimited and 
never-ending advancement, 
while new beauties, new joys, 
and hidden truths will suc- 
cessively arise to meet these 
wants, and demonstrate the 
truth of Eternal Progression. 


DISCOURSE VIII. — THE TRUE WORSHIP OF THE FATHER 


“God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship him 
in Spirit and in Truth” — Jesus 


Truth is always beautiful 
when seen from true positions. 
But light is sometimes put for 
darkness and darkness for light. 
The position from which a 
subject is viewed, with powers 
of perception brought to bear 
upon it, must determine what 
is true and what is false con- 
cerning it. God and his work, 


Nature, are always in harmony. 
Men on earth dispute and are 
contentious, because they are 
undeveloped in the God-like 
attributes of their nature. 
They occupy positions unsuit- 
ed to judge either principles or 
persons truly. A change of sit- 
uation often produces a 
change in men’s decisions. 

(continued next issue) 23 


TODAY’S VIEW OF PAST FRONTIERS 


HARRIET BEECHER STOWE 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, that it was given to her — it 
famed author of ‘“‘Uncle Tom’s passed in vision before her. 
Cabin” was psychic from She had to tell it as it came, 


childhood. She stated that she and suffered in so doing. 
really did not write this book, 


Bishop John P. Newman, General Grant’s pastor, 
in Washington, D. C., was a Spiritualist. 


Though your light 
May be my night 
Because Iam 
Not you, 
Someday to you 
It will be true 
When all shall know 
Their right to grow. 
—The Wise One 


Man's suffering is a direct revelation of his rejection of 
God's Divine Right of expression which guarantees his 
destiny of bondage. 

— The Wise One 


Our problems are companions as long as we love them. 
—The Wise One 
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DIVINE HEALING PRAYER 


| accept that the Divine Healing Power 
Is removing all obstructions 

From my mind and body 

And is restoring me to perfect 

Health, wealth and happiness. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 

For the Divine Law of Acceptance 
That is healing both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help. 

Peace, the power that healeth, 

Is guiding my thoughts, acts and deeds, 
As God and | go hand in hand 

Living a life of joyful abundance. 


se ad 


VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


continued from page 8 

because it is the perfect un- 
foldment. In the germ, or 
“protoplasm” — as the primal 
substance is called by the 
scientific Huxley — is deposit- 
ed the properties and poten- 
cies necessary for the develop- 
ment and regulation of that 
particular organism, in _ its 
various progressive steps up 
the spiral ascent of Nature. 
The visible process is that of 
progressive development. And 
as all below man is thus regu- 
lated and unfolded, reason 
asks: ‘‘Why may not the body 
of the spirit follow the same 
divine principle?”’ If the ma- 
terial universe ripens up into 
the full-orbed organization of 
man, “Why may not man’s 
spirit be likewise invested or 
clothed with the ultimate 
organs of evolution, with all 
defects eliminated?” 

Reason puts no questions 
which she is not capable of 
answering. The interior Sphinx 
puts no riddles she cannot 
herself solve. Reason, when in 
her superior condition, and 
the universal common sense of 
the world, affirm, that the 
continuation of human exis- 


tence after death is no more 
improbable or wonderful than 
its continuation after birth. 
And moreover that the prin- 
ciple of progress is immortal; 
and evolution is its mode of 
action throughout eternal 
spheres; which, therefore, 
must yield the true explana- 
tion conceming the _ ap- 
pearance of the body of the 
spirit in the Summerland. 

Physiologists know that 
there are parts and organs in 
man’s body, like certain caecal 
appendages to the intestines, 
and like the spleen itself, 
which do not perform any im- 
portant offices; in other 
words, they are the remnants 
of a lower stage of organism 
through which mankind have 
passed. And the time will 
come when, by the operations 
of the evolutionary law, these 
and other parts of the existing 
human form will be diminish- 
ed and overcome and utterly 
destroyed. For do you not 
know that the animals are 
organic stepping-stones upon 
which minerals and vegetables 
ascend to the development of 
the physical man? 


“See dying vegetables life sustain, 
See life dissolving vegetate again. 
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Spiritual Healing 


One of the teachings in 
The Living Light philosophy is 
that gratitude opens the door 
to supply, and indeed it does. 
Gratitude not only opens the 
door to increasing our material 
supply, but the principle 
works equally well for the 
spiritual healer who is channel- 
ling the Divine healing energy 
— gratitude, combined with an 
abundance of humility so that 
we never forget that God is 
the true healer, not man. The 
moment that we allow the ego 
to entertain the thought that 
we are the doer, rather than 
merely acting as the channel, 
we obstruct the flow of the 
healing power. 

When we surrender our 
egos, the King Brain, to the 
Highest Power or State of 
Consciousness, God, we are 
expressing in Divine Neutral- 
ity — the odic energy field, 
which is the electric and 
magnetic fields in perfect 


by Miriam Bostwick* 


balance. If the healer is 
emanating the odic vibration 
of peace, he is then qualified 
to touch the aura of the 
patient or recipent, and with 
the help of the spirit doctors, 
restore an_ electro-magnetic 
balance in the aura of that 
person. 

“Humility is the key 
which opens the door of con- 
sideration, that man may enter 
God’s paradise of peace.” It is 
then evident that to become a 
free channel for the healing 
power, one must unfold the 
soul faculty of humility. And 
as all soul faculties are triune 
and inseparable, we must in 
truth unfold the faculty of 
faith, poise and humility. This 
faculty flows through the Law 
of Harmony, which is the Law 
of Health, and harmony, in 
tum, is an effect of being at 
peace. Peace brings us to per- 
fect health, an expression of 
our divine birthright. oO 


Duty becomes direction when you use wisdom. 


— The Wise One 
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continued from page 20 

intensified her own sufferings. 
Victims of auto-suggestion are 
seldom in the condition of 
body or mind to understand 
their feelings, or to rise su- 
perior to the conditions that 
they have induced. If they 
could only see their folly, and 
realize how weak of will and 
infirm in purpose and princi- 
ple they have been, they 


would speedily overcome their 
infatuation. But they think 
about and dilate upon their 
trouble, their feelings, their 
danger, and crave the sym- _ 
pathy of their friends, until 
‘trifles light as air’ assume 
great importance, and purely 
natural subjective states are re- 
garded as evidences of the 
malignant purpose of an un- 
seen enemy. 

(continued next issue) 
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privilege, a gift from our fore- 
fathers which was fought for 
and earned. When there is a 
lack of gratitude for the volun- 
tary system and abuse of it, 
then those who care about 
honor, self-respect, honesty, 
and integrity, and believe it 
will work must stand up for 
their belief by demonstrating 
these traits themselves. The 
Living Light teaches that we 
cannot change another, we can 
only change ourselves and 
thereby indirectly affect 
others. Thus, we must put our- 
selves ‘fon our honor,” not 
28 


only in regard to taxation, 
but in all avenues of life. We 
must accept responsibility for 
“policing” ourselves, and firm- 
ly declare: 

On my honor I will be 

What is right for me 

On my honor I will do 

What I know is right and true. 

By strengthening our own 

expression of honor, integrity, 
and self-respect, we will help 
to change the trend for God is 
moving through the vibration 
of honor, and for God, no- 
thing is impossible. oO 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 
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done, and the very intensity of 
his thoughts at last carried him 
to where she was. He found 
her as of old, surrounded by 
her little court of gay ad- 
mirers. A little older but still 
the same, still as heartless, still 
untroubled by his fate and in- 
different to it. And it mad- 
dened him to think of the suf- 
ferings he had brought upon 
himself for the love of this wo- 
man. At last all thoughts be- 
came merged in the one 
thought of how he could find 
means to drag her down from 
her position, how to strip her 
of all those things which she 
prized more than love or 
honor or even the lives of 
those who might be called her 
victims. 

“And he succeeded, for 
spirits have more powers than 
mortals dream of. Step by step 
he saw her come down from 
her proud position, losing first 
wealth, then honor, stripped 
of every disguise she had worn 
and known for what she was, a 
vile temptress who played 
with men’s souls as one plays 
with dice, careless how many 
hearts she broke, how many 
lives she ruined, careless alike 
of her husband’s honor and 
her own fair fame, so long as 
she could hide her intrigues 
from the eyes of the world 
and rise a step higher in wealth 
30 


and power upon the body of 
each new victim. 

‘And even in his darkness 
and misery Benedetto hugged 
himself and was comforted to 
think it was his hands that 
were dragging her down and 
tearing the mask from her 
beauty and her worldliness. 
She wondered how it was that 
so many events all tended to 
one end — her ruin. How it 
was that her most carefully 
laid schemes were thwarted, 
her most jealously guarded 
secrets found out and held up 
to the light of day. She began 
at last to tremble at what each 
day might bring forth. It was 
as though some _ unseen 
agency, whose toils she could 
not escape, was at work to 
crush her, and then she 
thought of Benedetto and his 
last threats that if she drove 
him to despair he would send 
himself to Hell and drag her 
with him. She had thought 
then he meant to murder her 
perhaps, and when she heard 
he had shot himself and was 
dead, she felt relieved and 
soon forgot him, save when 
some event would recall him 
to her mind for a moment. 
And now she was always 
thinking of him, she could not 
get away from the obtrusive 
thought, and she began to 
shudder with fear lest he 
should rise from his grave and 
(continued page 32) 


Serenity Students 


A smile can be the most 
spontaneous thing. . . seeming- 
ly effortless and carefree. But, 
like the dancer’s grace built 
upon years of discipline, a 
smile is borne out of the soul’s 
control over the mind’s doubt 
and negativity. It is visible 
proof of a person’s courage 
and commitment to the belief 


by Howard Lazar* 


to an acceptance that things, 
in and around us, have value. 
If a smile is fleeting, so is 
life. And maybe this part of 
the Plan is for the sake of 
man’s appreciation: when 
man truly starts to value his 
existence and all of his 
merited experiences, then the 
very brevity of his earth path 


that the world is good. It testi- will become precious. oO 
fies to the rising of the heart, 
SPARKLE 


In a world where integrity 

Where honesty and human dignity 

Are tarnished by compromise 

May those whose spirit stirs within 

When the light is very dim 

Stand up for what they know is right and true 
Stand up and do what they have to do 

So that our world can sparkle anew. 


— Beverly Houser 


Editor’s Note — The SENTINEL extends its appreciation to the 
many students of the Serenity concept of Spiritualism who con- 
tribute their articles to this magazine, sharing their understanding 
with our readers. Student articles are recognized by an asterisk. * 
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continued from page 30 
haunt her. 

‘And all the time there 
stood Benedetto’s spirit beside 
her, whispering in her ears and 
telling her that this was his 
revenge come to him at last. 
He whispered to her of the 
past and of that love that had 
seemed so sweet and that had 
turned to bitterest burning 
hate, consuming him as with 
the fire of Hell whose flames 
should scorch her soul also 
and drive her to a despair as 
great as his. 

“And her mind felt this 
haunting presence even while 
her bodily eyes could see no- 
thing. In vain she fled to 
society, to all places where 
there were crowds of men and 
women, in order to escape; the 
haunting presence was with 
her everywhere. Day by day it 
grew more distinct, more real, 
a something from which there 
was no escape. 

‘““At.last one evening in the 
dim grey of twilight she saw 
him, with his wild menacing 
eyes, his fierce, passionate 
hate, expressing itself in every 
line of his face, in every 
gesture of his form. The shock 
was too much for her over- 
wrought nerves and she fell 
dead upon the floor. And then 
Benedetto knew that he had 
succeeded and had killed her, 
and that from henceforth the 
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brand of Cain was stamped 
upon his brow. 

“Then a horror of himself 
seized upon him, he loathed 
the deed he had done. He had | 
intended to kill her and then 
when the spirit left the body 
to drag it down with him and 
to haunt and torment it for- 
ever, so that on neither side of 
the grave should she know 
rest. But now his only thought 
was to escape from himself 
and the horror of his success, 
for all good was not dead in 
this man, and the shock which 
had killed the Marchesa had 
awakened him to the true 
nature of his revengeful feel- 
ings. Then he fled from the 
earth, down and down even to 
this city of Hell, the fit dwel- 
ling-place for such as he. 

“It was in this place that I 
found him,” said Faithful 
Friend, ‘‘and was able to help 
the now repentant man and to 
show him how he might best 
undo the wrong he had done. 
He awaits now the coming of 
this woman he so loved and 
hated, in order that he may 
ask her to forgive him and 
that he may forgive her him- 
self. She has also been drawn 
to this sphere, for her own life 
was very guilty, and it is in 
this counterpart of that city 
which saw the history of their 
earthly love that they will 
meet again, and that is why he 
(continued page 34) 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 32 

awaits her upon this bridge 
where in the past she has so 
often met him.” 

“And will she meet him 
soon?” 

“Yes! very soon, and then 
will the sojourn of this man in 
this sphere be over, and he will 
be free to pass to a higher one, 
where his troubled spirit shall 
at last know a season of rest 
ere it mounts by slow and 
painful steps the stony path- 
way of progression.” 

‘Will she, too, leave here 
with him?” 

*‘No, oh no! she will be 
also helped to progress, but 
their paths will lie widely 
asunder. There was no true af- 
finity between them, only pas- 
sion, and pride, and wounded 
self-love. They will part here 
to meet no more.” 

We now drew near Bene- 
detto, and as I touched him on 
the shoulder he started and 
tumed round but at first did 
not recognize me. Then I 
made myself known and said 
how I should rejoice to renew 
our early friendship in those 
higher spheres in which I 
hoped we would both soon 
meet again. I told him briefly 
that I, too, had sinned and 
suffered, and was working my 
way upwards now. He seemed 
glad to see me and wrung my 
hand with much emotion 
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when we said good-bye, and 
then Faithful Friend and I 
went away, leaving him still 
seated upon the bridge waiting 
for his last interview with her 
who had been once so dear to 
him and who was now but a 
painful memory. 


ee OK OR OK OK OK OK 


As we were on our road 
from Venice to those plains 
which I now understood to be 
the spiritual replica of the 
plains of Lombardy, my at- 
tention was suddenly attracted 
by a voice calling to me in a 
pitiful tone for help. Turning 
back a little way to my right 
hand I saw a couple of spirits 
lying apparently helpless upon 
the ground, and one was mak- 
ing gestures to cause me to 
come to him. So thinking it 
was some one in need of my 
help I let my companion go on 
and went to see what he 
wanted. The spirit holding out 
his hand to me and murmuring 
something about helping him 
to rise, I bent down to lift him 
up, when to my surprise he 
made a clutch at my legs with 
his hands and contrived to 
fasten his teeth in my arm. 
While the other one, suddenly 
jumping up, tried to fasten 
upon my throat like a wolf. 

With some trouble, and a 
good deal of anger on my part, 
(continued page 36) 


Children’s Corner 


When we accept things they 
help us because we are accep- 
ting something greater than 
ourselves. 

Michael Field, Age 9 


I like to work with my sister 
and I like to play with her. I 
watch my sister a lot. I take 
her places and watch her 
carefully and when I do these 
things I am of my sister not 
myself. 

Valerie Cummings, Age 8% 


When we want to make a 
change we have to accept the 
change. It takes a while to 
make a change but it’s great 
when the change is made be- 
cause you have something to 
look forward to. 

Jaye Chillas, Age 15 


Personal Responsbility—If you 
were decerateing a tree and you 
were on a lader and someone 
els was holding it and that per- 
son let go and you fell you 
would probobly blame the 
other person but if you were 
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more aware at the time you 
would not have fallen. 
Stacey McKenzie, Age 9 


If you judge someone you first 
judge yourself. I think you 
should be careful about what 
or who you judge. You really 
shouldn’t judge because if you 
do then someone or something 
will judge something about 
you. You should accept what 
people want to do. 

Jaye Chillas, Age 15 


We should all look for happi- 
ness inside us. Because we all 
ready have everything we need 
inside of us. We first have to 
look for it. It isn’t outside it’s 
inside. 

Michael Field, Age 9 


One day I got mad at my 
sister. And I was walking by 
the table and I ran in to it, and 
hurt my side. But I could have 
been at peace and it mite not 
of hapend. 

Stacey McKenzie, Age 9 


In keeping with Serenity’s policy to encourage expression by all its 
students, this column contains the unedited articles submitted by 
the children attending our children’s philosophy classes. — Editor 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 34 

I confess, I shook myself free 
of them and was stepping back, 
when I half stumbled, and 
turning my head saw that a 
great pit had suddenly opened 
behind me into which with 
another step backwards I must 
have fallen. 

Then I remembered the 
warnings given me not to 
allow my lower passions to be 
aroused and thus place myself 
upon a level with these beings, 
and I regretted my momentary 
burst of anger and resolved to 
keep calm and cool. I tumed 
towards the two dark spirits 
again and saw that the one 
who I fancied had been hurt 
was crawling along the ground 
to reach me, while the other 
was gathering himself together 
like a wild beast about to 
spring. I fixed my eyes stead- 
ily upon the pair, whom I now 
recognized as the man with 
the withered hand and his 
friend, who had tried to 
deceive me with the false mes- 
sage a short time before. Stead- 
ily I looked at them, throwing 
all the power of my will into 
the determination that they 
should not advance nearer to 
me. As I did so they faltered 
and stopped, and finally rolled 
over on the ground snarling 
and showing their teeth like a 
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couple of wolves, but unable 
to approach a step nearer. 
Leaving them thus I hurried 
after Faithful Friend — whom 
I soon overtook — and narrat- 
ed to him what had occurred. 
He laughed and said, “ I 
could have told you who those 
were, Franchezzo, but I felt it 
would be no harm to let you 
find out for yourself, and like- 
wise learn how valuable a 
protection your own force of 
character and determination 
could be. You are naturally 
strong willed, and so long as 
you do not use it to domineer 
over the just rights of others it 
is a most useful and valuable 
quality, and in your work in 
the spirit world you will have 
found that it is the great lever 
by which you can act, not 
alone upon those round you 
but even upon apparently in- 
animate matter, and I thought 
as those two are very likely to 
come across you from time to 
time you might as well settle 
now which should be master, 
which should be the dominant 
personality. They will be shy 
of directly meddling with you 
again, but so long as you work 
about the earth plane you will 
find them ready at any chance 
to thwart your plans if the op- 
portunity comes.” 
(continued next issue) 


Louis, on a “‘soul flight,” is given the following message for the Prof. 


Ghost Land 


RESEARCHES INTO THE MYSTERIES OF OCCULTISM 


Translated and Edited by Emma Hardinge Britten, 1897 


CHAPTER I — THE BERLIN BROTHERHOOD— FIRST SEANCE 


Continued from last issue— 

Life is a transitory condition 
of combinations, death a final 
state of dissolution. Being is 
an eternal alternation between 
these changes, and individual- 
ity is the privilege of the soul 
once only in eternity. Look 
upon my earthly companion! 
look well, and describe him, so 
that the employers who have 
sent you shall know that the 
crowned angel has spoken.”’ 

I looked as directed, and 
noticed that the young man 
who spoke, or seemed to 
speak, in rhythmic harmony 
with the image in the mirror, 
wore a fantastic masquerade 
dress, different from all the 
other persons present. He on 
his part seemed moved with 
the desire that those around 
him should become aware of 
my presence, as he was. Then I 
noticed his eyes looked in- 
telligently into mine, as if he 
saw and recognized me; but 


the gaze of all the rest of the 
company met mine as if they 
looked on vacancy. They 
could not see me. 

“Flying soul,” said the 
youth, authoritatively addres- 
sing me, ‘“‘can you not give us 
the usual signal?” Instantly I 
remarked that dim, shadowy 
forms, like half erased photo- 
graphic images, were fixed in 
the air and about the apart- 
ment, and I saw that they 
were forms composed of the 
essence of souls that, like mine, 
had visited that chamber, and 
like mine had left their tracery 
behind. With the pictures thus 
presented, however, I under- 
stood the nature of the signals 
they had given, and what was 
now demanded of me. I willed 
instinctively a strong breath or 
life essence to pass from my- 
self to the young man, also I 
noticed that his photosphere 
was of the same rosy tint as 
Professor von Marx’s. 
(continued page 39) 37 


FABLES so young and old 


THE ASS & THE LITTLE DOG 


An Ass noticed what a 
great favorite a Little Dog was 
with their master. And for all 
the Ass could see, the man fed 
him and petted him just be- 
cause at night when the master 
came home the Dog skipped 
and frisked around wagging his 
tail and jumping up in his 
master’s lap. 

The Ass thought he would 
like to be a favorite too, and 
decided to imitate the Little 
Dog. So one evening when the 
master came home, the Ass 
ran up to him switching his 
tail, kicking up his heels, gal- 
loping all over the lawn and 


continued from page 10 


braying. 

While he was doing it, he 
thought that now the Master 
must like him as much as he 
liked the Dog. 

The Master laughed and 
laughed at such a silly per- 
formance and thought it was 
just plain funny, until the Ass 
tried to jump up on him with 
his big hard hoofs. Then the 
Master was scared and shouted 
for his servants to bring a big 
club and beat this crazy 
animal off. 


The Point: We aren’t all 
liked for the same reasons. 


Benediction 


O God, may we each 
create a beautiful life filled 
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with acts of goodness. 


GHOST LAND 


continued from page 37 

I saw the blue vapor from 
my form exhale like a cloud 
by my will, commingle with 
his photosphere, and precipi- 
tate itself towards his finger- 
ends, feet, hair, beard, and 
eyelashes. 

He laid his hand on a small 
tripod of different kinds of 
metal which stood near him, 
and, by the direction of my 


will, five showers of the life 
essence were discharged from 
his fingers, sounding like clear, 
distinct detonations through 
the apartment. 

All present started, and 
one voice remarked: “The 
messenger has been here!” 

“And gone!” added the 
youth, when instantly I sunk 
into blank unconsciousness. 


CHAPTER II. 


MARVEL OF MAGNETIC INFLUENCE AND SOMNAMBULISM 
SECRET SOCIETIES—MAGIC—THE “ATMOSPHERIC SPIRIT”—FLYING 
SOULS—MURDER AND ITS RESULTS. 


As I recall the singular ex- 
periences which marked my 
early boyhood, it seems but 
yesterday that I, now a man in 
the meridian of life, was the lad 
of twelve summers, led to my 
home by the hand of Professor 
von Marx, on the memorable 
night when I first realized the 
marvel of magnetic influence 
and somnambulic lucidity, in 
the experiment detailed in the 
last chapter. As such experi- 
ments were constantly repeat- 
ed, and spread over a period of 
full six years, I do not propose 
to recapitulate them seriatim, 
but will endeavor to occupy 
my readers’ time more profit- 
ably by presenting them with 
a summary of the revealments 
which those six years of occult 


practices disclosed to me. 

On the night of what I 
may call my initiation into the 
society associated with Pro- 
fessor von Marx, that gentle- 
man informed me, on our way 
to our lodgings, that the un- 
conscious condition into 
which I had fallen after my 
spiritual visit to Hamburgh 
was occasioned by the lack of 
force necessary to sustain my 
system to the close of the 


seance. 
He added that as I grew 


stronger and more accustomed 
to the magnetic control, I 
should be privileged to retain a 
recollection of what had trans- 
pired; and where this power 
failed, as it might do, my 
memory should be refreshed 
(continued page 41) 39 
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continued from page 18 

Moved, perhaps, by a 
desire to impart more theo- 
logical information, the Ob- 
server states, in the same irre- 
verent and blasphemous para- 
graph, that “of all the ex- 
amples of the Almighty 
Power, there is none more 
wondrous or amazing than 
God’s power over himself.” 

Intelligent reader: think of 
this dispassionately. Here, the 
Observer is commending the 
Living God as an exemplifi- 
cation of self-control; he don’t 
get angry in a hurry; suffers 
exceedingly with the short- 
comings of puny man; is al- 
most aggravated to destructive 
passion with sins of human 
beings (sins which can only in- 
jure the sinner), and yet, like a 
self-regulated philosopher, the 
Almighty controls his temper 
and is yet longer gentle with 
venerable offenders! 

What a miserable myth is 
this! That doctrine which is 
father to it, must be “totally 
depraved,”’ corrupt in its very 
core. It will do, perhaps, for 
uncivilized and undeveloped 
minds; but from all such de- 
graded and degrading concep- 


tions of the great “I AM,” let 
the good spirit of Father-God 
deliver us! Theological myths 
are possibly pleasurable to the 
Observer people — that is, if 
one is to judge a tree by its 
fruit, or a religious publication 
by the odor and tone of its 
articles; nevertheless, let us 
work diligently for the ulti- 
mate destruction of all such 
trees, and of all such mytho- 
logical teachings, and do all we 
possibly can toward making 
the wilderness of modern 
theology to blossom as the 
Rose. 

Suppose we conclude to 
issue a paper precisely unlike 
the New York Observer, how 
should we announce our in- 
tentions? 

If you desire to issue a 
Harmonial paper, with its 
columns wide open to a can- 
did discussion of the colossal 
ideas of universal Reform, you 
should unroll your banner on 
the bosom of the free air, with 
this device: ‘‘Freedom of 
Speech, and Liberty of the 
Press!”’ 

(continued next issue) 


I am spirit formless and free. 
Whatever I think that will I be. 
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—The Wise One 
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continued from page 39 

by a perusal of the memo- 
randa which he kept of every 
seance, a storehouse of in- 
formation which he intended 
to transcribe and correct in 
my presence. 

In fulfillment of this pro- 
mise, the professor spent some 
hours of every week with me; 
and as I was permitted to pro- 
pound any questions which 
arose in my mind, and he 
seemed to take a singular 
pleasure in explaining the 
philosophy connected with 
the facts he recorded, I soon 
became possessed of the 
opinions entertained by the 
society with whom I was un- 
wittingly associated. 

Professor von Marx was 
not only a member of that 
society described so graphical- 
ly by Jung Stilling in vision, 
but he also belonged to several 
others, all of which were more 
or less addicted to the prac- 
tices of animal and mineral 
magnetism. The particular 
association to which I was first 
introduced constituted the 
German branch of a _ very 
ancient secret order, the name 
and distinctive characteristics 
of which neither I nor any 
other human being is privi- 
leged to mention, or even in- 
dicate more fully than I shall 
do in the following statements. 

Many learned men, and 


patient students into life’s pro- 
foundest mysteries, had trans- 
mitted from generation to 
generation the result of their 
investigations and the opinions 
deduced from their experi- 
ments. This society, which I 
shall call for distinction’s sake, 
the ‘Berlin Brotherhood,” 
conserving the experiences of 
their predecessors, had evolved 
the following elements of phil- 
osophy: They believed that 
every fragment of matter in 
the universe represented a 
corresponding atom of spiri- 
tual existence; that this realm 
of spiritual being was the es- 
sence, force, and real substance 
of the material; but that both 
inevitably dissolved together, 
both being resolved back into 
their component parts in the 
chemical change called death. 
They acknowledged that 
the realm of spiritual being 
was ordinarily invisible to the 
material, and only known 
through its effects, being the 
active and controlling princi- 
ple of matter; but they had 
discovered, by repeated ex- 
periments, that spiritual forms 
could become visible to the 
material under certain con- 
ditions, the most favorable of 
which were somnambulism 
procured through the 
magnetic sleep. This state, 
they had found, could be in- 
duced some times by drugs, 
(continued page 42) 41 
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continued page 41 

vapors, and aromal essences; 
sometimes by spells, as through 
music, intently staring into 
crystals, the eyes of snakes, 
running water, or other glitter- 
ing substances; occasionally by 
intoxication caused by danc- 
ing, spinning around, or dis- 
tracting clamors; but the best 
and most effacious method of 
exalting the spirit into the 
superior world and putting the 
body to sleep was, as they had 
proved, through animal mag- 
netism. They taught that in 
the realms of spiritual exis- 
tence were beings who com- 
posed the fragmentary and un- 
organized parts of humanity, 
as well as beings of higher 
orders than humanity. Thus, 
as man was composed of 
earthly substances, vegetable 
tissues, mineral, atmospheric, 
and watery elements, so all 
these had realms of spiritual 
existences, perfectly in har- 
mony with their peculiar 
quality and functions. Hence, 
they alleged there were 
earthly spirits of the flood, the 
fire, the air; spirits of various 
animals; spirits of plant life, in 
all its varieties; spirits of the 
atmosphere; and planetary 
spirits, without limit or num- 
ber. The spirits of the planets 
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and higher worlds than earth 
took rank far above any of 
those that dwelt upon or in its 
interior. These spirits were 
more powerful, wise, and far- 
seeing than the earth spirits, 
whilst their terms of existence 
was also more extended in 
point of time; but to no spirit 
did the Brotherhood attribute 
the privilege of immortality, 
and least of all to the fleeting 
and composite essence which 
formed the vital principle of 
man. Assuming that, as man’s 
soul was composed of all the 
elements which were repre- 
sented in the construction of 
his body, so his spirit was, as 
a whole, far superior to the 
spirits of earth, water, plants, 
minerals, etc., to hold com- 
munion with them, however, 
was deemed by the Brother- 
hood legitimate and necessary 
to those who would obtain a 
full understanding of the 
special departments of nature 
in which these embryotic exis- 
tences were to be found. Thus 
they invoked their presence by 
magical rites, and sought to 
obtain control over them, for 
the purpose of wresting from 
them the complete under- 
standing of and power over 
the secrets of nature. 

(continued next issue) 


+ humor is the salvation of the soul + 


Jones’s Law: The man who can smile when things go wrong 
has thought of someone he can blame it on. 
— (Quoted by Harry Farrell in San Jose Mercury) 


The Living Light Philosophy: Law of Personal Responsibility: 
Everything that happens to us is caused by us. 
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SERENITY EVENTS 


DINNER PARTY: SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 1980 at 6:30 p.m. 
American Legion Log Cabin, San Anselmo 


All are cordially invited to attend our March dinner party 
featuring a menu from the country of Thailand. Make your 
reservations now! 


BAKE SALE: SATURDAY, March 22, 1980 — all day 
The March bake sale will be held at the Montecito Shopping 


Center in San Rafael. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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